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Moderator:  David Davin-Power
David Davin-Power is an independent commentator and 
broadcaster.  From 2002 to 2018 he was one of RTE’s most 
prominent correspondents. As Northern Editor he covered the 
end of the Troubles, the IRA ceasefires and the Good Friday 
Agreement. As Senior Political Correspondent in Dublin he covered 
the economic crash and recovery and the social transformation of 
Ireland throughout that period.

Paddy Smyth
Patrick Smyth is the Europe Editor of The Irish Times in Brussels, a posting to 
which he has returned recently after a 17 year gap. In the interim he served as 
the paper’s Washington Correspondent and then Foreign Editor, Opinion Editor, 
and chief leader writer. Prior to his return to Brussels, he represented national 
newspapers on the Press Council of Ireland. He is a graduate of TCD and has 
served as a member of the Irish executive of the National Union of Journalists.

Marjory Van Den Broeke
Marjory van den Broeke is the Head of the Spokesperson’s Unit in the European 
Parliament. Before that, she headed the Press Unit. She came to work at the 
Parliament in the late Nineties, having worked as a journalist in different media in the 
Netherlands, including the Associated Press and the Dutch Radio World Service. 
Marjory studied English literature and linguistics as well as political sciences. 

Gavin Sheridan
Gavin Sheridan is a blogger and journalist from Cork. He established one of 
Ireland’s longest running blogs, Gavinsblog.com and helped set-up Kildarestreet.
com. Kildarestreet is designed to allow citizens keep tabs on what their TDs and 
Senators are up to in the Oireachtas. He is also a freelance journalist in the print 
media and is a regular contributor to national newspapers. He worked at Storyful 
from 2010 to 2014.

Áine Kerr
Áine Kerr is Co-Founder and COO of Neva Labs., a new Irish start-up developing 
solutions for people who want conscious control of their news experience. 
Previously, Áine lead global journalism partnerships at Facebook in New York, 
helping to create and execute on the Facebook Journalism Project (FJP) and 
News Integrity Initiative (NII). She was managing editor at Storyful, a political 
correspondent and news reporter with the Irish Independent, the Irish Examiner 
and The Irish Times. 

Áine is on the advisory board of NII, an advisor to the Institute for Future of 
Media and Journalism (Fujo), as well as being the co-founder of Online News 
Association (ONA) Ireland. She is a Fellow of the Sulzberger Leadership Program 
in Columbia University and has a Bachelor of Education (B’ED) and a Masters of 
Journalism (MAJ) with Dublin City University [DCU]. 
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Alyn Smith MEP
Alyn Smith is a Scottish Nationalist Party MEP. He was first elected to the Parliament in 2004 
and re-elected in 2009 and 2014.  Born in Glasgow in 1973, Alyn grew up in Scotland and 
Saudi Arabia, returning to Scotland in 1986. He studied Law and European Law at Leeds 
University and spent an Erasmus year studying at Heidelberg in Germany. He graduated 
from Nottingham Law School in 1996. In 2000 Alyn moved back to Scotland working first 
for a legal firm in Edinburgh and from 2002 for Richard Lochhead MSP then the SNP 
Group at Holyrood as an adviser on European, Justice and Business policies.

In Parliament, he is a full member of the Foreign Affairs Committee and a substitute member 
of the Civil Liberties Committee. He is a full member of both the Delegation for Relations 
with the Arab Peninsula and the Delegation for Relations with Iraq.

Lynn Boylan MEP
Lynn Boylan is a Sinn Fein MEP for the Dublin constituency. Lynn sits on three committees 
in the European Parliament, Environment Food Safety & Public Health, Employment & 
Social Affairs and Counter Terrorism.

In 2016 Lynn commissioned a report on the concentration of media ownership in Ireland 
which indicated that this country has ‘one of the most concentrated media markets of 
any democracy’. The report recommended the establishment of a cross-disciplinary 
Commission of Inquiry and an independent financial support system to fund investigative 
journalism. Lynn continues to call for such those measures alongside reform of our 
defamation laws. This year she authored a report on Gender Diversity in the media and 
has currently commissioned research on media bias. During the recent referendum on 
the Eight Amendment, Lynn spoke in the European Parliament on the need for greater 
regulation and transparency of online advertising. 

James Lawless TD
James Lawless T.D. is Fianna Fáil spokesperson on Science, Technology, Research 
and Development and represents the constituency of Kildare North. Shortly after his 
election to Dáil Éireann he was elected Vice-Chair of the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Communications, Climate Action, and Environment. He also sits on the Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation Oireachtas Committee. 

Deputy Lawless has introduced the Online Advertising and Social Media (Transparency) 
Bill 2017 into the Dáil last year which moved through the Houses to Committee stage. The 
Bill aims to bring transparency to paid political advertising online and to tackle the abuse 
of social media platforms by bot accounts. Before politics, Deputy Lawless studied Maths 
and Physics at Trinity College Dublin, Law at Kings Inns and is a qualified Barrister.

Senator Ivana Bacik 
Ivana Bacik is the Leader of the Labour Group in the Seanad having been first elected to 
the Seanad in 2007.  She is the Reid Professor of Criminal Law, Criminology and Penology 
at Trinity College Dublin (previously held by Mary Robinson and President Mary McAleese). 
She is a qualified Barrister and Fellow of Trinity College Dublin (elected in 2005). She has 
an LL.B. from TCD and an LL.M. from the London School of Economics.  

She was a candidate in the Dún Laoghaire constituency in the 2011 general election, 
the 2009 by-election in Dublin South-Central and the 2004 European Elections.  She is a 
long-time activist with pro-choice and feminist campaigns, including campaigns to get the 
Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 2013 and more recently acted as Rapporteur for 
the commission and report published by Labour Women to Repeal the Eighth Amendment, 
2015 - 2016. She is a former President of the TCD Students’ Union (1989 – 90). 
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